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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Doug Ladish '62, Alumni Association President 

ladish@mindspring.com  (919-387-1449) 

On a Friday evening last April, Nancy and I came home and 
found several messages on our answering machine.  One was 
an unfamiliar voice and I was about to decide it was a 
telemarketer when he mentioned having just received his copy 
of Mountaineer Pike.  He said his name was Wilson Caskey 
and asked that I call him about the “Pikes in Morgantown.”   

Brother Caskey, a 1933 initiate, is no stranger; we first met 
when I was an undergraduate in the early 60’s.  He was well 
known and respected as a loyal alumnus.  I called him the next 
day, Saturday.  He started our conversation by telling me how 
happy he was to read about the progress that had been made to 
re-establish Alpha Theta and renovate the house.  I recalled he 
had been a generous donor to the furniture fund when we 
moved from 36 Campus Drive.  We talked for a while about 
the Alpha Theta history project and he expressed his 
willingness to meet with us at his home in Martinsburg, WV.   
Then he said, “You know, I’m 89 years old and I don’t have 
email.  I don’t even have a computer and don’t see a lot of 
need to learn to use one.  Would you make sure future 
newsletters come to my street address?”   

Besides an interesting anecdote that proves “Once a Pike, 
always a Pike” and a reminder that we’re very focused on 
compiling a complete Alpha Theta history, this anecdote is a 
good introduction to a number of articles you’ll find in this 
newsletter.  You’ll learn about how the brothers won the 
Gluck Award in the early ‘90s; we’ll review the special 
partnership formed in 1965 between Alpha Theta alumni and 
the National Fraternity and how that is still working today.  
There is an update on Phase I renovation, the status of the 
Colony working to recharter as Alpha Theta Chapter, and 
some individual Alumni News Notes.   And last, but not least, 
we’ll review our new Internet communication tools.  We’d 
love to hear from you on any of these topics or whatever else 
you’d like to discuss.  This is an exciting time for the Chapter, 
but it’s also an opportunity for older brothers to revive or 
strengthen old friendships. 

Colony Update 
Scott Loftis, Colony External Vice President  

sloftis007@aol.com  

The Colony has already made real progress this semester. After a 
very successful rush, we are officially at 91 members; 16 of them are 
new Founding Fathers. This makes us the largest Greek organization 
at WVU. Our success at rush was facilitated by support from the 
international fraternity.  In September, the Memphis headquarters 
sent experts who spent several days helping us prepare for the 
recruiting of top quality candidates.  

Of course, we’re very focused on doing everyth ing we can to assure 
the house is furnished as soon as it is ready for occupancy, even if 
that occupancy is on a partial basis.  For example, in September we 
raffled a DVD Player equipped with the finest sound equipment 
available and made about $1,500 profit; tickets only cost $1.  And 
we’ve received great publicity for our efforts to support house 
renovation with articles in the Morgantown Dominion Post and the 
University’s Daily Athenaeum.  We have firm plans for other fund-
raising efforts and we’re as committed – if not more – to supporting 
University, community, and Greek initiatives as we were last year.   

As of early October, we’ve almost completed the Chartering Petition 
that has several requirements we must satisfy prior to submission.  
We plan to submit it this month and, pending review and approval by 
the Supreme Council, we hope to be chartered early next semester. 
We are excited about that prospect because we’ve been working 
toward that goal for over a year.  In fact, October 8th was the first 
anniversary of Pi Kappa Alpha’s official return to WVU. If there’s any 
doubt, rest assured that PiKA is here in force and we’re here to stay.  

We hosted several alumni for a cookout at the house after the 
Homecoming game with Syracuse and we encourage any Alumni to 
come to the house at any time.  If you give us some notice, we’ll 
assure there is someone available to show you what has been done 
and explain what the plans are for the future.  I hope everyone is as 
excited as the Colony members are; we have a great group of guys 
who are working hard to make sure we maintain and improve on the 
successes we’ve achieved.  If we do that, we know great things will 
happen.  If you want to see what we’re doing, please click on the link 
to the Colony web site from the alumni web page at  
www.geocities.com/pikawvu

Jerry Hamill, ’57, (bluejay50@aol.com), is living in Florida at St. Pete Beach. He’s just retired as the aquatic director at a resort on the 
beach and plans to travel extensively between gigs as a stripper for the “Forever Young” dancers.  (Hey, if you send me info, I’m gonna publish 
it. The Editor).  He reports that the dancers appear, make that “perform,” at old age homes and retirement centers and have a lot of fun.  They’ve 
appeared on Jenny Jones’ and Maury Povich’s TV shows.  He noted that he was a proud granddad with one granddaughter and another on the 
way.  He enjoys tennis and still teaches water aerobics.  He stays in touch with Campus Drive housemother Sadie Henderson’s daughter and he 
credits Mom for compelling him to finish his degree.  Jerry reports that Brother Bill Ball, ‘58 is recovering from a stroke and that Maurice Cordray, 
’58 is retired and living on Hilton Head.  Jerry wrote that he’d helped organize three reunions for his era and would like to participate in another.  
If you’re interested or just want to reconnect (or schedule his dance group), click on the e-mail link next to his name above. 
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PiKA’s Real Estate Department 
Doug Ladish '62, Alumni Association President 

ladish@mindspring.com  
 

The Real Estate Department is part of the International Fraternity's 
headquarters staff and is dedicated to providing professional 
assistance and advice on topics related to operation of chapter 
houses.  Check out the following sites to see these services they 
provide: http://www.pikes.org and http://www.pikes.org/whouse.html 

In an effort to increase support and education for alumni volunteers 
and house corporations, the Real Estate Department hosted two 
Housing Summit educational conferences open to all house 
corporations.  Forty -eight house corporations were represented at 
the Denver Summit (78 participants) and seventy house corporations 
were represented at the second summit in Washington, DC (118 
participants).  Travel and living expenses were paid by the Real 
Estate Department for one representative from each house 
corporation.  Attending the Washington Summit for Alpha Theta - Phil 
Iapalucci, Doug Ladish, and Jim Laughlin. 

An Advanced Housing Forum was held prior to the International 
Convention in Palm Springs this past August, again with a paid trip 
for one representative from the invited House Corporations.   
Attending for Alpha Theta - John Allevato, Dan Brennan, and Doug 
Ladish.    

While Phil Iapalucci and Dan Brennan attended different events, both 
commented they were impressed by the same theme: the value of 
professional property management to handle routine tasks, allowing 
students to focus on their studies and House Corporation board 
members to focus on the more strategic housing considerations.  
Dan Brennan emphasized, “The cost of professional property 
management is low, compared to the value it provides.”  Besides 
promoting the idea, the Real Estate Department provides excellent 
guidance on how to translate concept to reality.  

 

White Horse Holding Corporation 
Doug Ladish '62, Alumni Association President 

ladish@mindspring.com 
 
Our Fraternity has the most outstanding housing program in the 
fraternity world.  This may not be a well-known fact among our 
alumni, nor is the role we played in the early days of White Horse. 

Established in 1963 as the Real Estate Management Commission, 
the purpose was to improve housing conditions for Pike chapters 
across the country with loans for facility improvement.    At the 1964 
Denver Convention, Alpha Theta representatives met with the 
Commission to discuss building a new house on property owned by 
our House Company.  In spite of substantial assets developed by 
dedicated Alpha Theta alumni and the undergraduate chapter 
members during the 1940’s and 50’s, we faced significant challenges 
doing it on our own.  Our primary issues were: the membership base 
of active alumni was small and Morgantown was a rather remote 
location. That made it difficult to support and coordinate the activities 
needed for a successful building project.   Interstates 68 and 79 
weren’t finished, long distance phone calls were quite expensive and 
email via the Internet didn’t exist.  

Discussions continued after the 1964 Convention and ultimately led 
to the proverbial Win-Win solution.  The Real Estate Management 
Commission agreed to build and maintain a new house and Alpha 
Theta agreed to contribute its assets to the Commission.  Our assets 
enabled borrowing by the Commission for loans to other chapters.  
Construction was started in June 1966 and Alpha Theta brothers 
moved into the new house at 117 Belmar in August 1968. 

For 30 years the PiKA Real Estate Department managed and 
maintained the property.  But in 1998, the vandalism that resulted in 
condemnation of the property forced closure of the house.   

Encouraged by Alpha Theta Alumni over the past three years, with 
the promise of support by WVU officials, and given the enthusiasm 
and success of the new colony, White Horse took steps to create a 
renovation plan and began its implementation in January 2002.  Up 
to this point, Wh ite Horse has invested over $275,000 in the Phase I 
renovation.  While there are only 4 residents in the house this Fall, all 
of the common space has been restored sufficiently to permit Colony 
meeting and social activities.  Phase II planning is underway to 
renovate the rest of the house so it can accommodate 50 tenants 
and provide meeting and dining facilities for up to 100 people.   

We all know that the house is well situated on what we've always 
called Pike's Peak overlooking Morgantown.  Clearly, the Colony is 
demonstrating the type of spirit and commitment we regard as 
integral to the bonds we all share, and thankfully we have the support 
of the International Fraternity to help with the restoration that will 
facilitate Alpha Theta's future as an environment for young men to 
grow and prosper and where they can build relationships that will last 
the rest of their lives.

 
Austin Teague ’66, (jaustint@aol.com) is in San Jose, CA.  Austin is married to Melissa, a St. Albans native who has a 
communications degree.  Their son, Sean, is 16 and Jessica is 20 and a junior English major at UCLA.  Austin has expressed pleasure with the 
revitalization and recalls that he and Brothers Rohal, Lozano, Dodd and others chartered an Alpha Theta Alumni Association in the 70’s.  He 
even recalls they spent a weekend at the house in the early 70’s and did their best to pass on some of the partying traditions from the Campus 
Drive era.  He’s had mini-careers in several professions since graduation, including accounting & finance, auditing, telecommunications, financial 
planning, quality improvement, process control, and software design and development.  From job locations in Charleston, WV, Brunswick, GA, 
Dallas and San Jose, he’s traveled extensively on business, most recently to Israel and also to several countries in South America and the 
Pacific Rim. 

Leland Byrd, ’44 and his wife, Elizabeth Louise celebrated their 50th anniversary this summer.  Brother Byrd, now retired, is the former 
WVU Athletic Director and Basketball Commissioner for the Eastern 8 (now Atlantic 10) conference.  The Byrds have five daughters and their 
five grandkids all live in the Morgantown area. 
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THE GLUCK AWARD Remembered 
Kent Nuzum, ’89, KSNwvu@aol.com  

[Ed. Note: Many of us remember Joe Gluck in various roles in the 
WVU Administrative Offices. The Gluck Award was established by 
WVU as recognition of overall excellence in fraternity activities.  
Brother Nuzum responded to our request with the following 
information regarding the two Gluck Awards the chapter won in the 
early ‘90s]  

We won the first Gluck Award in the spring of 1991.  The winner was 
announced at the Greek awards dinner in the Erickson Alumni 
Center.  Officers of all the Greek organizations and many University 
officials attended the event. In 1992 we won again under identical 
circumstances.  In both years PiKA truly dominated the award 
categories. Some of the categories are subjective, and others are 
true competitions.  
Best Rush – In 1990 we implemented the largest (at the time) non-
alcoholic rush event on campus.  We rented out the Lair plaza and 
struck a deal with Pepsi and a pizza company so we could have an 
open pizza party for all freshmen guys who were interested in the 
Greek system.  We also invited all the sororities to attend and enjoy 
the free pizza and listen to the music.  Over 200 rushees attended 
and a lot of sorority women. 
Alcohol Awareness - i don't know how we won this one; least worst 
I guess.  However, we did always require several pledges to stay 
sober and we had signs up to let them take you home. 
Greek Week - We won the Greek Week competition both years. 
Homecoming - We won homecoming both years. 
Delta Gamma Splash – This competition had swimmi ng, 
song/dance, and fundraising events. We won both years. 
Intramural Sports - We finished second overall both years. 
Those are the specific categories that were a major factor, but there 
were other important factors.  We had several brothers who were 
elected to or participated a lot in student body activities.  For 

example, we had officers and elected members on the Board of 
Governors, the Athletic Council, Greek Week, the Interfraternity 
Council, and Brothers Against Drunk Driving and we were well 
represented on several non-Greek organizations.  Also, there were 
other less important Greek events like Mountaineer Week, the Alpha 
Xi Delta Games, and others. We were always in the top three in 
those competitions, but I believe it was more important that we 
always turned out for all of them.  Other fraternities just focused on 
the major events.   

We really did have an active and good group of brothers and we 
wanted to make a good showing because we wanted the Pikes to be 
well thought of and recognized as leaders on campus.  I remember 
one way we gained recognition is that we asked all the brothers and 
pledges to wear something every Friday that had a PiKA logo. 

One of my best memories is the night we won the first award.  After 
the ceremony, we threw a huge party ; several sororities showed up 
to celebrate with us. We had the stereo outside and kept harassing 
the Sig Eps who had won the Gluck for about five years in a row.   

From that day on we were viewed differently by the Greeks and 
many others on campus.  It was interesting that our rush program the 
next semester was great.  In fact, we had the largest rush class in all 
of PiKA that year.  And that first year’s victory bred more pride and 
the participation even increased and that helped us win again the 
next year.  Another interesting fact was that second year, we had 
tougher competition.  The Sig Eps and the Phi Sigs were so good 
that they were both named among the top ten in their respective 
national fraternity organizations.   

I hope the new Colony and future Chapter enjoy the same kind of 
success and the same level of spirit and excitement.  From what I 
understand, they’re off to a great start and their impact on the 
campus has already been felt.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Andy Christian, ’91, (andrew.christian@verizon.net), 
married Julie, a WVU Delta Gamma, and they moved to Florida after 
graduation in ’96.  He’s recently been called to active duty as an 
Army Reserve Officer and is currently liaison to the Coast Guard at 
the Maritime Intelligence Center in Miami for Operation Safe Harbor 
and also with Florida State Law Enforcement in the Tampa area.  As 
a Port Inspector he inspects the 14 deep water ports in the state.  
Andy states proudly that he and Julie have a potential Pike and a DG 
legacy.  Brandon is almost five and Lexi is 2½.  

Tony Schmeck, ’71, (jschmeck1@prodigy.net), lives in 
Plano, TX with Mary Ellen.  They have two sons and a daughter.  
Tony, III is an Junior honors student in UT-Austin’s Business School; 
Jessica is a Freshman music major at Michigan in Ann Arbor; and 
Michael is a 6th grader in Plano.  

Len Loudin, ’55 (lenloudin@mindspring.com), is interested 
in connecting with old friends from the 50’s.  He’s enjoying retirement 
in Whispering Pines, NC where he plays golf whenever he wants.  
He and his wife, an Alpha Theta Dream Girl, have three grown kids 
(two are WVU grads).  After 37 years with the aircraft industry he 
transitioned to plastics, then started his own firm and sold that in 
2001.  He’s enjoyed participation and leadership positions in 
professional associations.  A Mountaineer season ticket holder for 35 
years, his NC license plate is #1 MTNEER. 

A Message From Our Sponsor 
The efforts undertaken by Alumni to help the Colony succeed 
and recharter the Chapter are voluntary and we’re holding 
expenses to a minimum.  For example, those of you who get 
this in the mail can thank Brother Rich Hopkins, ’58, at 
Pioneer Press in Terra Alta.  He’s printing and assembling 
them and mailing them using his bulk mail rates.  He’s done 
that on a priority basis and we’re only paying his costs. But, in 
order to continue the communications and the support for the 
new chapter we need to collect Alumni Association dues. If 
you’re willing, please send a $25 check made out to the 
Alumni Association to our Treasurer, Reggie Osenton at 1 
Mountaineer Lane, P.O. Box 869, Logan, WV 25601. 

And, while we have your attention: If you got this in the mail, 
that’s because we don’t have an e-mail address for you.  If you 
have access to the Internet Please save us the time and money 
to mail the next newsletter by sending your email address to 
MackGardner@aol.com AND, if you are “connected” with 
other brothers, we’d appreciate your letting us know their 
email addresses also. 

If you enjoyed reading Alumn i notes, others may enjoy yours.  
Use any one of these as a model and send yours in. 
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If you have access to the Internet, even if it’s at your local library, you can view our Yahoo groups website at  
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/PiKA_AlphaTheta/    For newsletters click on “Files”.  Click on “Photos” to see albums 
you can view. 
  
You can also go to www.pikas.com/AlphaTheta.  The User Name is Memphis and the Password is ppka (all are case 
sensitive). You can also use www.geocities.com/PiKAWVU/  which has links you can click on to go to PiKA 
International, the site for the Pike Colony in Morgantown, and WVU’s sites, among others.  
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